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MORE INFORMATION 
 
 
On the Web: 
Revision of Air Quality 
Program rules, Chapter 173-
400 WAC: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-
rules/wac173400/1110.html 
 
 
Air emission permits for 
business and industry: 
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/progra
ms/air/permit_register/NewPer
mitsPage.html 
 
 
 
Effective: December 29, 2012 
 
 
 
 
Contact information: 
Nancy Pritchett  
360-407-6082 
nancy.pritchett@ecy.wa.gov   
 
Special accommodations: 
If you need this document in 
format for the visually 
impaired, call the Air Quality 
Program at 360-407-6800.  
 
Persons with hearing loss, call 
711 for Washington Relay 
Service. Persons with a 
speech disability, call 877-
833-6341. 

 
 
 

General Regulations for Air Pollution 
Sources (Chapter 173-400 WAC)  
The Department of Ecology (Ecology) is adopting amendments to 
Chapter 173-400 WAC, General Regulations for Air Pollution 
Sources.  Ecology is also updating the State Implementation Plan 
(SIP). 
 
What is Chapter 173-400 WAC? 
Chapter 173-400 affects a broad range of facilities and industries. It 
regulates: 

• Criteria pollutants. Examples are fine particles and sulfur 
dioxide. 

• Hazardous air pollutants. An example is greenhouse gases. 

• Toxic air pollutants. Examples are benzene from gasoline 
and heavy metals. 

Summary of the rule changes adopted on November 
28, 2012 

• Make the rule consistent with requirements in the Federal 
Clean Air Act. 

• Support Ecology’s request for Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) approval of State Implementation Plan (SIP) 
revisions. 

• Amend the rule sections related to permits for industrial 
and commercial sources of air pollution including minor 
new source review and major new source review 
(Prevention of Significant Deterioration). 
Help emitters comply with the rule through better access to 
references, improved readability, and better understanding 
of regulations and permitting requirements. 

What is the purpose of the rule proposal? 
The purpose of this rule proposal is to: 

• Amend the rule sections related to permits for industrial 
and commercial sources of air pollution, including minor 
new source review and major new source review 
(Prevention of Significant Deterioration), to make them 
consistent with Federal Clean Air Act requirements. 

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/wac173400/1110.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/wac173400/1110.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/permit_register/NewPermitsPage.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/permit_register/NewPermitsPage.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/air/permit_register/NewPermitsPage.html
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• Support Ecology’s request for EPA approval of SIP revisions. 

• Help emitters comply with the rule through better access to references, improved 
readability, and better understanding of regulations and permitting requirements. 

 
What is the purpose of the SIP revision? 
The purpose of the SIP revision is to meet Federal Clean Air Act requirements, including the 
requirements of Section 110, Part C and Part D. At this time, no sections are being considered 
for SIP submittal. Ecology plans to submit sections of Chapter 173-400 WAC to EPA for SIP 
approval in the future. 
 
Response to Comments  
Ecology’s response to comments received during the public comment period is now available. 
Download a copy at http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/wac173400/1110.html .  
 
Whom does this rule affect? 
It affects a broad range of industries and facilities, including commercial and industrial 
businesses that emit criteria pollutants and toxic air pollutants as defined in Chapter 173-400 
WAC and Chapter 173-460 WAC. 
 
More information 
Nancy Pritchett 
Department of Ecology 
Air Quality Program 
PO Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
360-407-6082 
 
To get updates on Ecology’s rule-making activities, sign-up for the WACTrack e-mail list at 
www.ecy.wa.gov/maillist.html. 
 
Appeal procedures  
This adoption can be appealed under procedures described in the Administrative Procedure Act 
(RCW 34.05.330).  For more information about appealing this rule adoption, please contact Bari 
Schreiner, Agency Rules Coordinator, at (360) 407-6998 or bari.schreiner@ecy.wa.gov.  

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/laws-rules/wac173400/1110.html
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/maillist.html
mailto:bari.schreiner@ecy.wa.gov
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