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Dungeness Water Watch

The news on new water: Securing water for new homes and
projects under the proposed Dungeness watershed rule

This fall, the Dungeness watershed is ex-
pected to have a new water management rule
(WAC 173-518). The rule would protect exist-
ing water rights, guide decisions on new water
uses, and establish instream flows to help pro-
tect streams in eastern Water Resources In-
ventory Area (WRIA) 18. This area encom-
passes part of eastern Clallam County, specifi-
cally from the Morse-Bagley watershed divide
in the western portion of the basin to the Bell-
Johnson watershed divide in the east.

It is important to know that the rule would
only affect those who start a new well use af-
ter the rule takes effect. It would also apply to
new withdrawals from wells already in use,
but only the new uses are affected; uses pre-
dating the rule are not. If you already have a
water right, are using a well, or are served by
a public water supplier, the rule would not
1Impact your existing use.

The proposed rule would not preempt any ap-
plicable local ordinances.

Development will continue

The rule is intended to fulfill two primary pur-
poses, in a complementary fashion: provide
water for existing and future human needs,
and protect water for existing and future envi-
ronmental needs. Under the rule development
will continue, as will protection of the environ-
ment.

If you need water for a new house or other
project after the rule takes effect, you would
be required to use a public water system if you
can hook-up in a timely and reasonable man-
ner. This is more water-protective than drill-
ing numerous new individual wells, and was a
recommendation in the Elwha-Dungeness Wa-
tershed Plan:

The groundwater permit exemption allows for use
of small amounts of groundwater for specific uses
without going through the regular permitting proc-
ess (“permit-exempt”). While exempt from the per-
mitting process, these withdrawals are still subject
to all other state water laws. (RCW 90.44.050)

(http://www.clallam.net/environment/html/
wria 18 watershed plan.htm) which was
unanimously adopted by Clallam County. The
County and the Department of Ecology
(Ecology) will work with you to determine if
this option is available.

If you cannot use an existing public water sys-
tem, then a new groundwater use from an ex-
isting or new private well would be allowed.
The main difference for water users pre-rule
and post-rule is that all new year-round
groundwater uses would need to be mitigated,
that is, the impact of the uses on stream flows
is offset or compensated for. This would include
uses under the groundwater permit exemption.
You would be able to mitigate through the
newly-created Dungeness Water Exchange, or
through a plan developed on your own and ap-
proved by Ecology. [Mitigation and the Water
Exchange will be covered in more detail in the
next issue of Dungeness Water Watch.]

All new water uses would be required to install
and maintain a water meter. Actual water data
1s necessary to successfully manage water, and
monitor that the mitigation is functioning
properly.

The rule would also provide for small reserves
of water. These reserves would be finite
amounts of groundwater set aside among eight
subbasins for year-round use, to supplement
available mitigation water.
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If the Exchange is not up and running at the time
the rule is effective (although we expect it will
be), these reserves would be available; there
would be no interruption in water availability for
the issuance of building permits for homes. Water
from the reserves would be for domestic
(household) use only. Uses from the reserves also
require mitigation.

Another source for new water is rainwater collec-
tion. A state water policy allows for the use of
rooftop rainwater. The rainwater must be col-
lected from the roof of a building constructed for
another primary purpose (such as a house or
barn). If it is going to be used for potable
(drinking quality) water, you must also comply
with health department requirements. Provided
these conditions are met, you would not need a
water right to use rainwater.

Getting down to specific situations

Of course, the bottom line for everyone in the
Dungeness watershed is “how will the rule affect
me?” It is worth stating again that if you already
have a water right, are using a well, or are served
by a public water supplier, the rule would not im-
pact your existing use. Here is some additional
information on some common situations.

1. If your household membership changes
(for example, a new child or an elderly par-
ent) this would not be considered a new use.
Ecology recognizes that “existing uses” may in-
crease or decrease, for example as families get
larger or smaller. It is not Ecology’s intent to ap-
ply the rule to existing uses that merely fluctuate
so long as that increase (or decrease) can be rea-
sonably considered part of an established and ex-
isting use.

2. If you have drilled a well but not started
using water, you are subject to the rule. Ac-
cording to Washington water law, you do not have
an existing water right unless you have used the
water for “regular beneficial use.” So if you have
drilled a well but not started using water for your
intended purpose before the rule takes effect,
your water use is subject to the rule.

Beneficial use refers to the regular application of a rea-
sonable quantity of water to a non-wasteful use, such as
irrigation, domestic water supply, or stockwatering. (WAC
173-500-050)
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Public water systems: Any system that provides water for
human uses or municipal purposes through pipes or other
constructed means of delivery.

This includes systems classified by the state Dept. of Health
to be either Group A (serving 15 or more connections) or
Group B (serving less than 15 connections), and excludes a
system serving one single-family residence or a system with
four or fewer connections serving residences on the same
farm. (WAC 173-518-030)

3: A new home within an existing subdivision
using a permit-exempt “group withdrawal”
won’t be subject to the rule, under certain
circumstances.

If you are hooking up within five years of the time
a residence in the subdivision first began using
water from their permit-exempt well, you will not
be required to supply mitigation. However, if you
are coming in more than five years after water use
started in the subdivision, you will need to miti-
gate for your use and install a meter.

Remember that state law (RCW 90.44.050) says
that the total water use for an existing subdivision
under the groundwater permit exemption cannot
exceed 5,000 gallons per day for domestic use for
all homes combined.

4. If you want to start irrigated farming on
your property, start by contacting the
Sequim-Dungeness Water Users Association.
If you are located in an area served by an irriga-
tion district or company, that district or company
may be able to directly provide you with water. If
not, you will need to mitigate your new water use
through the Dungeness Water Exchange, or by a
mitigation plan of your own approved by Ecology.

For more information
Building Permit Information:
Clallam County

223 East 4th Street

Port Angeles WA 98362

Phone: (360) 417-2318

Email: dedbldg@co.clallam.wa.us

Clallam County web site:
http://www.clallam.net/PermitsLicenses/html/building permits.htm

Dungeness web site:
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/instream-flows/dungeness.html

A Guide to Water and How We Use It in the Dungeness Watershed
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/1011018.html

Frequently Asked Questions on Changes to Water Use in the Dunge-
ness Watershed
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/summarypages/1211025.html

If you need this publication in an alternate format, call the Water Resources Program at 360-407-6872. Persons with hearing loss, call 711 for Washington Relay

Service. Persons with a speech disability, call 877-833-6341.
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