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Objective: To document existing water quality of both creeks prior to complete
urbanization of drainage basins and to determine general location of water quality
problem areas.

Summary: Salmon and Burnt Bridge creeks were evaluated by sampling aquatic insects
and measuring basic water quality parameters. The creeks were under the influence

of Tight surface runoff even though the monthly rainfall was below average. The
nutrients (NO3-N, NO2-N, and NH3-N) at Burnt Bridge Creek are twice as high as

Salmon Creek. Mill Creek (station BS) is the only station on Salmon Creek approaching
the levels found in Burnt Bridge Creek. The two most downstream stations of Burnt
Bridge Creek (28C070 and EB) exhibited the highest total coliform levels measured
(20,000 and 8,000 colonies/100 m1). The source of these bacteria does not seem to be
sewage due to low fecal levels and is probably due to surface runoff. Three stations
on Salmon Creek (DS, BS, and AS) and two stations on Burnt Bridge Creek (28C070 and
cB) were all higher than background turbidity levels by 50%. Soil erosion practices
or other causative factors (construction) should be reviewed and modified to prevent
these increases. Burnt Bridge Creek has been nearly channglized and is mainly
influenced by agriculture and urban runoff. Aquatic insect populations are depressed
on this creek due to lack of suitable habitat#. No further channalization of the
stream above station BB should be allowed. Salmon Creek is a much more productive
creek according to quantity of aquatic insects and fish habitate. Current operation
of the four STP's should be maintained or upgraded to prevent damage to the resource.
The source of the high nutrients and turbidity in Mill Creek (station BS) should be
located and corrected. Salmon Creek even with the discharges from (foun STP's exhibits
lower levels of nutrients than Burnt Bridge Creek. The Columbia Acadamy STP should
be repaired and the chlorine residual raised to and maintained at the required level.
Operation of this plant by competent part-time personnel should be required.

Background

On November 28, 1972, Darrel Anderson and I sampled Salmon Creek, Columbia Acadamy STP,
Battleground Municipal STP, and Burnt Bridge Creek. The following parameters were
reviewed at applicable stations: total and fecal coliform, turbidity, chlorides, COD,
pH, Temperature, D.0., aquatic insect life, chlorine residual and nutrients. The
phosphate portion of the nutrient analysis is not available due to mechanical failure

“of a laboratorv instrument.
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The monthly precipitation (November) for Battleground and Vancouver was below normal
at both meteorological stations by -0.74 and -0.62 inches respectively. Both stations
experienced during the sampling day and four days previous 1.5 inches of accumulated
rainfall, Both creeks were considered to be under the effect of light surface runoff.

Cre§k station designations utilized are as requested by Nelson Graham (see attached
map) .

Salmon Creek

Seven stations were sampled on the creek or its tributaries. The Columbia Acadamy and
Battleground STP's were sampled to determine impact of their discharges upon the creek.
Temperature, D.0., COD, and pH were all consistent at the following average levels
respectively, 7.10C, 11.3 ppm, 14 ppm, and 7.4. The highest chloride level (9 ppm)

was at station 28E070. This above background level is probably due to the influence

of the Battleground STP discharge. Station 280070 exhibited the highest total coliform
level (7000 colonies/100 m1). Average background levels during the survey were 4000
colonies/100 ml total coliform and 200 colonies/100 ml fecal coliform. The nutrient
analysis revealed that the Mill Creek tributary (Station BS) to Salmon Creek was above
average in NO3-N (1.9 ppm), NO2-N (0.08 ppm), and NH3-N (0.76 ppm). Average background
levels of nutrients at the remaining stations were NO3-N (1.0 ppm), NO2-N (0.2 ppm),
and NH3-N (0.25 ppm). Turbidity levels were above the creeks background level (10 JTU)
at stations AS, BS, and DS by 50%. Station AS monitors upstream Salmon Creek, while

BS measures the influence of Mill Creek, and DS is the farthest downstream station on
the creek. Station DS is located in an area of slow stream flow where fine sediments
collect much of the water year. Sampling of aquatic insects took place at stations
280110 and 20D070. Four orders of aquatic insects were found at both stations. The
diversity and numbers of aquatic insects present indicate a productive natural regime.

The Columbia Acadamy STP was in a poor condition of repair. The trickling filter is
cracked and leaking. The total coliform level was 40,000 colonies/100 ml and the
chlorine residual was nonexistent. This plant's only noticeable effect during this
survey on Salmon Creek was a slight increase in the chloride level. The Battleground
STP was in a good state of upkeep. The chlorine residual was 0.75 ppm, while the total
coliform level was the same as at Columbia Acadamy. The Battleground STP discharge
does not effect the creek's total coliform levels but does increase station 28E070's
chloride level (9 ppm) to the highest of all other stations on Saimon Creek.

Burnt Bridge Creek

The water quality of Burnt Bridge Creek is mainly influenced by agriculture and

urban runoff. The seven stations on Burnt Bridge Creek (AS, 28C110, BB, CB, DB,

EB, and 28C070) exhibited greater variation than was observed in Salmon Creek.
Turbidity increased steadily from the upstream most station (5 JTU) to a high at
28C070 of 15 JTU. The nutrient analysis was very stable and did not significantly
fluctuate between stations. The NH3-N, NO2-N, and NO3-N levels averaged respectively
N.D., 0.02 ppm, and 1.9 ppm. Bacteriological analysis revealed the upstream control
station to have a total coliform level of 2,000. Intermediate stations averaged

4500 total coliform while the two downstream most stations were 8,000 at station EB
and 20,000 total coliform at station 28C070. The fecal coliform levels remained low
at all stations. A one unit increase in pH was observed between upper and lower most
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stations. Temperature and D.0. changes between station AB and 28C070 consisted of

a 20C drop and a 2 ppm increase. The COD increased steadly from 7 ppm at the upstream
control station to 28 ppm at station 28C070. Two stations were sampled for aquatic
insects, 28C110 and DB. The upstream station exhibited a good balance of normal aquatic
insects, mollusk and fish with 8 orders represented in good number. The downstream
station (DB) aquatic life was composed of 3 orders of which one order (isopods) comprised
90+% of the total number of animals. Isopods mainly feed on detritus and require a

slow current to survive. Much of the creek has undergone channelization and is subject
to heavy urban and agricultural siltation. These two factors make acceptable aquatic
insect habitat' nonexistant over much of the creek.

GSJ:bj
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Page 6 of this publication is too illegible to be viewed online. To request a printed
copy of this publication, please contact the Environmental Assessment Program at
the Washington State Department of Ecology.



November 1, 1972

MEMO TO: Pete Hildebrandt
fROM: Nelson Grahanm

SUBJECT: Scoping for water quality survey on Salmon and Burnt Bridge
Creeks, Clark County Washington '

Objective:

In the case of Salmon Creek, we need to know what the existing water
quality is prior to complete urbanization as well as to pin-point
posaible sources of agricultural runoff pollution. Salmon Creek is
urbanized alonz I-5 and will become more densely urbanized when I-205
is completed.

Burnt Bridge Creek has many sources of pollution rxanging from urban
storm urnoff, geptic tank drainage, to agricultural runoff. It is hoped
that data from this durvey will aid us in determining the general areas
where these sources are located.

o

e

Backeround:

. As can be geen on the attached map, Salmon Creek is being considered as

an area in which to construct a sewerage system, Existing eeptic tank

and treatment plant discharges would be intercepted when thiz system is
constructed gomatime within the next 2-3 years. There are manydairy

farms within the Salmon Creek drainage basin which contribute contaminants
to the creek. There 18 one industrial waste discharge into Salmon Creek
located immediately downstream from the I-5 bridge. This discharge origin-
ates from a gravel washing and asphalt batch plant coperation.

Burnt Bridge Creek drainage basin is currently being secwered by the
City of Vancouver on a ten-year program. Storm drains are also being
constructed which will discharge into the creek. The upper basin is
still rural in nature which coantributes to the pollution of the creek
through agricultural runoff.

The stations to be sampled are located on the referenced map. There
are gseven stations on Burnt Bridge Creek; they are Stations AB, 28Cl10,
BB, CB, DB, EB and 28C070. There are also seven stations on Salmon



Memorandum‘

Page two -
November 1, 1972

Creck; they are Stations 28D110} 28£070, AS, BS, CS, 28D070 and DS. Stations
28C110, 28C070, 23D110, 28EQ70 and 28D0O70 are currently (as of October 1,
1972) being sampled by Dick Cunnincham's group to determine long-term trends,

In wuddition to these stations, I would like to request as a secondary
priority that the effluents from the following sewage treatment facilities
be sampled (these all discharge into Salmon Creek); Battleground lagoon,
Columbia Academy Trickling Filter plant, Clark County Sewer District No. 1-
lagoon and Columbia River High School Package Treatment plant. They are
located on the referenced map.

Expected Results: The following parameters should be measured at each of
the strestnstations: temperature, DO, pH, turbidity, nutrients, and total

and fecal coliformg Py oadie bonaet ) g,

ey

One grab sample from each treatment faeility effluent should be analyzed
for total combined chlorine residual and total and fecal coliform.

Study completed by when: Best time would be during low flow (late fall)
and during a runoff period. :

Date final rcport needed: ASAP after survey is completed.

NOTE! , _
I NEED TUE ATTACILD MAP, SO PLEASE HANDLE WITH CARE AND RETURN TO ME.
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